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La pre\/’bsta del curso

Sra. Dowell, Cuarto 200

lisa.dowell@ankenyschools.org
www.ldowell.ankeny.iowapages.org

El Curso: jBuen Viaje!
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Expectations
% Arrive to class on time with all of your materials:

® Spanish book — with book cover

e Apuntes Azules

® Pen or pencil and red pen

® Paper

e Folder to keep assignments in
% Speak as much Spanish as possible. Push yourself to avoid using English during
class as much as possible.
Respect others. Please treat others the way you would want to be treated.
Be an active participant in class.
Have a positive attitude.
Be honest with me and others at all times.
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Participation: Pesos

% You will be in charge of your own participation points in the form of Mexican pesos.
You will be able to earn pesos for extra credit and exemplary behavior. You must
also pay fines with the pesos — please refer to the last page in your Apuntes Azules
for the fine schedule. You will also be able to use pesos to pay penalties for late
projects, retake quizzes or tests, and omit assignments. All of this is explained in
your apuntes azules. During the last week of the semester, you may use your pesos to
buy items during an auction of merchandise that you contribute.

% Save and guard your pesos — the responsibility is yours.

Getting Extra Help

% T am here to guide you through Spanish I and to help you succeed. I am available
before and after school and during my planning periods (1% and 6™ blocks).

% If possible, check with me the day before you want to come in, just to make sure

nothing has come up and that I am available.




Grooes

We use the grading scale used by all of Northview:

100%-93% A 76%-73% C

92%-90% A- 72%-70% C-

89%-87% B+  69%-67% D+

86%-83% B 66%-63% D

82%-80% B- 62%-60% D-

79%-77% C+  Below60% F

Grades will be posted every 2 weeks by your Student ID number.

Your grade will be broken down into three categories:

Daily Work 200

The daily assignment will take you between five and fifteen minutes each day. Even
though we don’t see each other every day, you should take review each day (check over
homework, study flashcards, read an assignment aloud, or have a phone conversation
with a friend in Spanish). If you are absent, it is your responsibility to check the website
for make-up work (www.ldowell.ankeny.iowapages.org). Please make-up items in the
appropriate amount of time (two days for each day absent).

Tests/Quizzes 40%
You will take two to five quizzes and complete one project, performance, or test for each
unit listed previously. Some of the quizzes are oral.

oval/Pavticipation 20%

You must participate daily, and I expect you to communicate in Spanish with other
Spanish students. We will use a rubric to score your oral effort. You can’t reach
perfection in your Spanish speaking unless you practice, practice, practice. Your Spanish
will improve daily when you use it daily! Oral reports, prepared speeches, and
impromptu speeches will count toward your oral participation grade. We will speak in
Spanish each day in class.

Semester Exam
You will be taking a semester test in Spanish I and Spanish II. For ninth grade students
your final grade will be made up of two scores.

1. 18 week grade (worth 85%)

2. Semester test grade (worth 15%)

Final Note:

I want you to succeed in this class and to meet your goals for the semester. Don’t
hesitate to ask questions and come in for help as needed. Learning a new language can
be a lot of work, so make sure to stay on top of your daily assignments. If you practice

your vocabulary a little each day, this year will be enjoyable and hopefully worthwhile. 1
am looking forward to a great year with you!



Discipline Policy

1. Respect for yourself and others — including other students, the teacher and

classroom materials.
2. Treat others as you would like to be treated.

These simple rules will lead to your success in Spanish class.

If your actions interfere with learning, show disrespect for anyone or
anything in the room, or are inappropriate for a school setting, the following
steps will be taken:

First offense, Step 1:
e You will be sent to the hallway.
e Mrs. Dowell will note your behavior in the grade book.

Second offense, Step I1:

All of the Step | actions apply.

You will earn thirty minutes of detention.

You and Mrs. Dowell will conference during your detention.
Parents will be notified as necessary.

All further offenses, Step 3 and beyond:
e You will be sent to the office with a record of your two previous offences.

Severe classroom behavior: If your misbehavior is severe, the steps will be
bypassed and you will be sent to he office immediately. Such misbehavior
includes:

Refusal to follow teacher directions, or insubordination

Profanity or other vocal outbursts

Extreme physical display

Any action that presents a physical danger to others

Detention: You must serve detention within one week of being assigned.
Failure to report will result in additional consequences.

I have read and agree to the information in this course preview.

Teacher signature Date

Student signature Date

Parent signature Date




